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Tae Mirat-ul-Hind, of the 15th April, publishes an ar- 
ticle, contributed by one of its correspondents, on the popular 
-_prievances under British rule. The peace and tranquillity that 
now prevail in India never fell to her lot before under any 
former dynasty. All manner of things of European manufac- 
ture und production for our comfort and convenience are 
available in the country in abundance. The increased faci- 
lities of communication afforded by railway and telegraph are 
no small advantages. But all the excellencies of the British 
administration notwithstanding, every man has to complain 
of some grievance. One complains of the i increasing poverty 
of India. . Another complains that the lower classes of people 
are now much better off than the higher and respectable clas- 
ses. It is with extreme difficulty that one earns a livelihood i in 
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these days. Some men curse their destiny for having been born 
natives, and say that they would have been much more happy, 
had they been born Englismen, even as shoemakers, or sweepers, 


for in that case they would not have been despised as they now 


are. That India is daily retrograding in point of wealth is an 
incontrovertible fact, and this is chiefly owing to the decay 
of all commerce in India, and to Indian revenues being draft- 
ed to England. The editor then recommends the. establish- 
ment of schools of art and industry on the ground that they 
will enable all classes of the natives to earn their livelihood 
with ease, and will thus enhance the riches of the country. 
The children of the lower classes should, after receiving an ele- 
mentary education, be sent to these schools. The recognition 
of race distinction by the Government is another grievance 
of the natives, and isthe cause of the coldness éxisting between 
the people and the Government, and deserves to be highly 
censured on political grounds. Natives are utterly despised by 
Europeans and subjected to all manner of ill-treatment at the 
hands of the latter. They have not the slightest share in 
those indulgences which European officials extend to their 
own countrymen. The crimes of. ,Huropeans are not visited 
with due punishment. In short, no greater weight attaches 
to natives than to animals, The Fuller case isa good illustra- 
tion: of our remarks. The life of a native is worth thirty 
rupees. Again, the natives are excluded from the higher 
grades of the public service, and their exclusion is based ‘on the 
plea that: they are dishonest, unfit, and uncivilized. Those 
Europeans who have no conscience do not hesitate to. con- 
demn natives, and itis idle to expect fair play at their hands. 
Seeing the great obligations under which we stand to our 
rulers, it would be an act of gross ingratitude on. our part. to 
point out even the real faults of Englishmen. — But no indivi- 
dual mortal, and far less a whole nation, can pretend to. be 
altogether free from faults. Look at Colonel Phayre, Lord 


Clive, Warren Hastings, Lord Bacon, , the ministry of Jai ames 
II., and so forth. 
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_A correspondent of the same periodical: argues that the 
Government has at present no sources of information regard- 
ing the actual ‘condition and -grievances of the - natives. 
They have no representatives in Parliament, or the Council 
of the Secretary of State for India, or the Indian ‘Legis- 
lative Council. True, there are two or. three. natives in 
the Legislative Council, as the Maharajas of Jaipur, Benares 
&c., but they themselves are quite ignorant of popular wants 
and feelings. The European membhers of the legislative coun- 
cil are, as a rule, men who have held various offices in districts. 
But their knowledge of our wants, too, is extremely limited, for 
they are foreigners and do not mix with us. The Government 
does not learn anything about us from the native press, since the 
Reporter translates no articles which are complaints against 
Europeans nor those which discuss at length subjects of public 
utility. The Anglo-Indian press is naturally prejudiced against 
the natives and has no sympathy for them. Under these circum- 
stances nothing can be more proper than to have some native 
members in Parliament, in the Council of the Secretary of 
State and i in the Council of the Viceroy. 


The Khoie KhoahinAlam, of the 17th Aoeil, says that in the 
speech delivered by the Viceroy, at the late Delhi darbar, 
strong hopes of advancement were held: out to the natives. 
But the speeches which His Excellency has delivered since 
then are very discouraging to the natives, and are in a way 
intended to supersede the darbar speech. Nothing can be 
worse than a breach of promise in a monarch. A promise 
was made in the darbar speech that natives should be appoint- 
ed to. offices usually teserved for the members of the civil 
service, but: it: was disrégarded and even withdrawn in the 
speech delivered in the senate house at Calcutta... The young 
educated. natives wore severely. réprimanded;,.and. reproached 
for their casting a wistful glance at the: higher. appointments 
in. the public service: after’ finishing: their, education. . Tho 
speech addtessed by: the Viceroy’ to the talukdars' of Oudh, on. 
the future administration of Oudh, is indeed very dreadful and. 
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embarrassing. His Excellency observed that the interests 
of individuals should be subordinated to those of the State, and 
that the improvement of administration and the prosperity of 
the country necessarily involve loss to some individuals and 
to the followers of some trades and professions. In refuta- 
tion of these remarks it will suffice to say that the interests 
of the State and the people are identical. 


The Mutla-i-Nir, of the 17th April, says that whenever a 
European kills a native, the newspaper press raises a great 
hue and cry out of sympathy to the natives, but all to no 
purpose. What a large number of natives has been killed by 
Europeans within the last two years! In almost all instan- 
ces the murderers escaped scot-free on the plea of a rupture 
of the spleen, or, at the utmost, had to pay trifling compensa- 
tion. True, we have now a Governor-General to rule over us 
who recognises no distinction among his subjects. True, the 
promises of Her Majesty the Queen of England and Empress 
of India are worthy of all regard. But look at the proceed- 


ings of the Courts of Justice in the Mufassil. Europeans are 


more mischievous to natives than snakes, and kill them with 
as much indifference as one kills a reptile. Every one must 


be aware of the notorious Fuller case. A native lad has lately 
been seriously wounded by a bullet shot by a Sergeant at 


Ahmedabad (Guzerat). But the Sergeant has received no 
punishment for it. The fault may have been found to lie in 
the gun which has perhaps been punished by relagation to an 
armoury, or in the defective eye-sight of the ome J 

: NATIVE STATES. 


A correspondent of the Koh-t-Ndr, of. the 14th April, 
referring to the attempts made by Sahibzada Ahmad Khan on 
three occasions last. year to interrupt the free performance of 
religious ceremonies by the Hindus at ‘Tonk, and to the inter- 
vention of the Nawab in behalf of the Hindus, says that again 


on the 26th March last, when the Saraogis attempted to parade 


their idol, Sahibzada Ahmad Khan caused some of the more 


respectable men to be beaten by sweepers, Some of. the 
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Saracgis attending the idol were robbed of their: property’ and 
severely wounded in‘the! affray that ensued. All sécta’ of the 
Hindus sympathizing.. -with ,the Saraogis closed their shops 
and encamped for two days before the. gate of the fort in the 
hope that the Nawab would. listen to. their complaints, but 
allin vain, Sahibzada Ubaid-ul-lah Khan warned the Nawab 
that his further partiality. towards the Hindus would: be a 
cause of disaffection among the Mussalmans, and would induce 
them to denounce him as a k&fir. Accordingly the Nawab 
referred the Hindus to Sahibzada Ubaid-ul-lah Kh&n, whovery 
much threatened them and granted them permission to con- 
vey the idol to its destination on the condition that they 
should stop all music at every place on their way where a 
Masjid was situated. But to this the Hindus did not agree. 
The vegetable sellers who shut their shops with the Hindus 
have been prohibited from selling vegetables. It is to be 
hoped that the English Government, which has granted fall 
religious liberty to all its subjects, will not tolerate any 
interference in religious matters in any feudatory native 
State. 


A correspondent of the same paper says that on one occa- 
sion the Maharaja of Jaipur and the Resident happened to 
meet on the way while driving. The Resident stood up in his 
carriage and madé a salam in the usual manner. But the 
Maharaja, being deeply absorbed in contemplation or owing 
to some other reason, returned the salam but forgot to stand 
up in return, The Resident resented this breach of etiquette 
and ordered that the Maharaja when coming to pay a visit 
in future should walk along from the gate of the Residency 
garden to the Kothi, a distance of about four-hundred paces, 
and should not be allowed to be carried in an open palankin 

as used to be done before. It is a matter of deep regret that 
for such sli ght. mistakes. which cannot but be unintentional 
such indi gnities are uflicted upon the native chiefs. _ Tho 
editor remarks that acts of this nature on the part of Euro- 
pean officers are quite oppooed to the wishes and the avowed 
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policy. of the Government, are calculated to displease the 
natives, and do not become the European piionre. 


. The Agra Akhbdr, of the 14th April, in reference to the 
removal of the British Agency from Bharatpur, says that the 
réjoicing of the Maharaja on the accomplishment of his 
cherished desire, and the congratulations of his officers, who 
hope to profit by the change, are all out of place. The exist- 
ence of the Political Agent in a State is beneficial to the 
State i in a variety of ways ° Peace and tranquillity are secur- 
ed.’ The chief doesnot run the risk of exciting falsesuspicionsin 
the mind of the Supreme Government. The reponsibility for 
the good administration of the State is ina way divided between 
him and the Resident. But the presence of the British Agent 
is fraught with immense good to that State, the ruler of which 
loves to administer justice and always has in view the pros 
perity of his people. But to a cruel and wilful chief the 
presence of the agent is indeed fatal, as for instance, in the 
case of the late Raja of Baroda and the ex-King of Oudh. 

CABUL. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette, of the 13th April, sympa- 
thises in general with the Cabul policy of the Government 
of India. In reference to the wish of the Amir to excite a 
jehad against the Government, the editor remarks that the 
Amir will never succeed in his undertaking. The Govern- 
ment wishes to maintain. peace and tranquillity on the frontier 
and keep the roads open for travellers and merchants. The 
Amir offers to lend a helping hand in furthering the wishes 
of the. Government, but wants assistance in return, The 
Government agrees to his proposal, but wishes to be. assured 
of the sincerity of his motives. Thus there can be no jehad 
against the Government, nor will any sensible. man ever res- 
pond t to his call.. If all friendly. relations between the Go- 
vernment : and the Amir be broken off, and if the Amir per- 
sists i in. maintaining | his present. aspect of hostility, t towards 
the Government, all ‘intercourse, between India and Afghanis- 
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tan should’ be put a ‘stop to.. No Cabuli’ or Pathin should be | 
permitted to enter’ the British dominions. ee 


Shihzida Abul Qésim, a a ae aro Deedes of 
the 4th Regiment, Meerut, in the course of a long article: pub- 
lished 3 in the Lawrence Gazette, of the 17th April, argues that 
the rupture of friendly. relations between. the Government, of 
India and the Amir of Cabul can be peegunted | for only by 
the unlimited influence which his wife, who. is the mother. of 
Abdulla Jan, has over him. The. mother. of Abdulla Jan 
earnestly wishes that ‘her son should succeed to the throne 
after the Amir, and for this ° very reason Sardar Yakub Khan, 

‘the elder son of the Amir by another wife, who justly ‘urges 
‘his own claims against those of Abdulla Jan, has been treacher- 
ously thrown into prison. “But'as the Government of India. 
has shown no disposition to favour her plan, she has induced 
‘the Amfr to ‘seek an ‘alliance with the Russtans. * In the'end 
the writer suggests: that in order to ‘weaken’ the strength of 
the Amir the Government of India ‘should sow the séeds ‘of 
disaffection among the ‘various 8 Afghan tribes and win over 
some of them to its own eh 18 De eeeroniy eel 


oP URERY, 


The Phas Khwah-i-Alam, of the 17th April, says ie 
kings should possess reason and virtue in the highest degree, 
but on the contrary they have as much of selfishness in them 
as the rest’ of ‘the mankind put together. The result of this 
is that they constantly engage in war without caring a straw 
for the lives’ of their soldiers who perish by millions in fight- 
ing their battles. Look at the proceedings of the Russians 
towards the Turkish empire. By the ‘treaty of Paris, signed 
after the last Crimean war, it was stipulated that to preserve 
the general | peace ‘of Europe, 1 no European power ‘ should inter- 
fére in the ‘internal affaits of another power. ‘But Russia has, 
ih defiance of that treaty, interfered i in the internal'affairy of the - 
Porte. The Porte is ‘also, ‘therefore, no longer. ‘pound by that 
‘treaty, and sHould! demand the restitutton of Crimea, Odeiie, 
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&e., from Russia. Russia pleads her sympathy for the, Chris- 
tian subjects of the Porte in defence of her action. But if 
this were deemed a sufficient excuse, and one State were to 
interfere in the affairs of another State on this ground, the 
result would be simply deplorable. . Every kingdom is inhab- 
ited ‘by men of different races and creeds, and severity is 
exercised by the State on one sect of its people or another, 
and if there were no limit to foreign interference, confusion 
‘and warfare would rage throughout the world. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATIOQN. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfuz, of the 13th April, in its corrospondence 
columns, notices some instances of dakaity that have happen- 
ed in rapid succession .in the Mainpuri and Farukhabad districts. 
Some prompt action should be taken to arrest the dakaits. 


A correspondent of the Vakil-i-Hindustén, of the 14th 
April, says that the present system of appointing idle and 
illiterate rdéses as sub-registrars is fraught with great evil. 
Dishonest persons, by bribing the: muharris of the sub-regis- 
trars, get forged documents registered on the. testimony of 
false witnesses, and are afterwards easily enabled to obtain 
decrees from the court against the opposite parties. No idle 
and illiterate man should be appointed a sub-registrar. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind, of the 14th April, agrees with its con- 
temporary the Vakil-i-Hindustdn in thinking that the falling 
off in the amount of litigation in the Panjab is due to the 
difficulties which the judgment-creditor experiences at the 
hands of the clerks of the courts in getting the decree served 
on the judgment-debtor. No doubt the Courts of Small Causes 
are free from blame to a certain extent in the ‘matter of the 
execution of decrees. The native J udicial Assistant or the 
native Extra Assistant Commissioner may, with | advantage, 
be entrusted with the power of issuing the decrees for service 
against . the judgment-debtors, until natives are appointed to 
the. office of District Judges. Europeans are excluded from 
‘appointments i in the Dead Letter Office, where a knowledge. of 
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Urdu is indispensable in the officers, much more advisable 
would it then be to have native officers in the courts of law. 


The same paper, in reference to the ediiregs presented by 
the Mission of Amritsar to Major-General Taylor, i in which 
he was praised for having the interests of Christianity always 
at heart, and particularly for the assistance rendered by him 
towards the successful establishment of a Mission in’ Dehra 
Ghazi Khan, says that he might readily have taken into Gov- 
ernment service the first native converts, in order to fur- 
ther the cause of Christianity. He might have also secured 
grants of public land for the Mission, as is usually the case. 
But such conduct on the part of public servants being detri- 
mental to the private interests of the professors of other 
religious’ “creeds, is not justifiable. 


A correspondent of the Panjabi- AlNbde, of the 14th 
April, says that Government pensioners ‘often’ die without 
enjoying a pension for any. length ¢ of time, and leave their fami- 
lies behind them i in a destitute and helpless condition with- 
out any means of support. ‘It would, therefore, be better if 
the Government were to continue the pensions to their fami- 
lies after their deaths. To keep the pension charges within 
the present limits under the proposed system, the rates of 
pension may be decreased. ‘The editor also concurs in the 
opinion of his correspondent. 


The Agra Akhbar, of the 14th April, says that trades and 
callings are NOW carried on with no adequate profit'in India 
and are unable to bear any further taxation. The imposition 
of the license tax in the North-Westérn Provinces will be 
productive of great popular discontent. ay 


ag A correspondent. of the: Oudh Akhbér, of the. 18th April, 
writing from .Patna, says. that the zamindars and.land owners 
of Patna have been ordered to have their names registered at 
the Commissioner’ s office before the 24th April. This order 
has caused great uneasiness and anxiety among the poor za- 
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mindars and co-sharers whose estates are mortgaged for debt. 
The cost of filing a petition including the nazarana or pre- 
sents to the sheristahdar, the record-keeper, and the nazir 
amounts to seven rupees, which i is no small sum for a poor 
man. : 


The Kavivachan Sudha, of the 16th April, in an article 
headed “ the retrenchment of expenditure,” argues that the 
reduction of expenditure on pablic instruction will seriously 
hinder the progress of education among the people. | If it was 
found desirable to establish so many literary institutions in 
the beginning when the education department was yet in its 
leading strings, much more desirable.is it now to keep up all 
the institutions once established, when the department has 
advanced beyond the first stage and made considerable 
progress. The editor takes this opportunity to refer to some 
of the prominent benefits conferred by the British rule on the 
children of the soil, such as the increase in the area of 
cultivated lands, the abundant supply of water at every place, 


the safety of lif and property, the destruction of wild 
beasts, &e. 


FAMINE. 


[The Urdu Akhbdr (published in Mahrati at Akola), of the 
14th April, says that Sir Richard Temple; on inspecting the 
labourers at the relief works, has found them in tolerably 
good health. The reason for this state of things is apparent. 
Only those men who are able to perform the task work are 
employed on the relief-works, and as soon as any of them is 
rendered too weak to work, he is told by the officer in charge 
of the work that his services are no longer required, and is 
_ thus at once got rid of. What becomes afterwards of those 
poor men who are discarded by the relief works in this way, 
no one knows. At thetime of the late Bengal famine, Sir 
Richard ‘Temple himself contended that three-quarters of a 
s-erof grain a day was necessary for the maintenance of a 
man, but now he has cut down the minimum quantity of the 


( 281 ) 


rations to half a seer, The correspondent c of the Times of 
India, who has had interviews with the labourers, i is also 
convinced of the insufficient allowance of food given by the 
Government. The Government officers expected that, by the 
end of March last, the number of labourers on the relief 
works would aggregate eight or ten lakhs, but it}; appears 
from the famine returns, for the week‘ending 30th March 
last, that the actual number of the labourers has reached only 
one-fourth of the estimate. But no one takes the trouble to 
enquire into the cause of the large discrepancy betiveen the 
estimate and the actual returns. It is absurd to say that the 
distressed who have stayed at home are:supported by Govern- 
ment charity, because the expense incurred by the Govern- 
ment on account of distribution of alms in the nine famine- 
stricken districts during the last six months will hardly 
exceed eight or nine thousand rupees. In the end the editor 
thanks the Government for what it is doing to relieve 
the distress of the sufferers and exhorts it to still greater 
exertions. 


The Vrita Dhara, of the 16th ik in reference to the 
famine raging in the Deccan, says that hundreds of men have 
already been starved to death in Sholapur. If this state of 
affairs continues, n none can foretell what the loss of human life 


will be. . . 


The apathy of our rulers towar1s the sufferers arises from 
the circumstance that they are foreigners and profess a 
different creed. Our Government loves its money more than 
the lives of its subjects. The people being hard pressed for 
food. in. Sholapur have ‘been deserting that district in large 
numbers to find a livelihood elsewhere. They eagerly 1 resorted 
to Bombay thinking that their miseries would end there, but 
they were mistaken. — The number of, famine-stricken immi- 
grants into Bombay amounts to ‘fourteen thousand men, but 
as mo proper arrangements as Tegards. their food, lodging, 
fe bare bes haye been made. either by the. ‘Government. or the in- 
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habitants of Bombay, they are gradually perishing froin sick- 
ness and hunger. It is really a ‘great pity that the inhabi- 
tants of Bombay, a city so far advanced in civilization and 
enlightenment, have held no public meetings to devise mea- 
sures for the relief of the sufferers. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


A correspondent of the Vakil-i-Hindustan, of the 14th 
April, bitterly complains of the impure state of the drinking 
water and filthiness of the streets in Amritsar. It is owing to 
these two causes that the city is rendered unhealthy. Great 
sickness breaks out every year and carries off a large ei 
tion of the population. 


A correspondent of tlie Koh-i-Nir, of the 14th ‘April, 
writing from Agra, complains that on the occasion of the 
last pilgrimage to the Nari Samri Devi, a highway robbery was 
again as usual committed on some of the pilgrims. — Three 
or four carriages of pilgrims near mauza Barari, which is 
situated on the confines of Agra, Muttra, and Bharatpur, 
were attacked by a gang of robbers who dragged the women 
to the adjoining fields and there robbed them of all their 
ornaments. 


A correspondent of the Patiala Akhbdr, of the 16th April, 
writing from Montgomery, complains of the ill behaviour of 
Sumand Sing, a Sergeant of Police at Ukéré near Mont- 
gomery, towards the female travellers who put up at the 
sarai. He is very much addicted to opium and lust. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 15th April, urges upon the people 
the pressing necessity of turning their attention to the miser- 
able plight to which the medical profession has fallen among 
them. The Tonian system of medicine ‘mostly prevails i in the 

country, but very few physicians possessing a thorough c or even 
a fair pofessional knowledge are now availabe i in the country. 
The patient risks his life under the treatment ‘of a_half- 
educated practitioner. Itis no doubt the duty of the Govern- 
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ment to: prohibit all incompetent physicians: from practising. 
If the Government be ‘averse to interference: in this delicate 
matter, it should’ ‘endéavour to-decure ‘able: physicians for the 
people. “But no blame ‘can attach to the -Government for 
indi fference, ‘antil we appeal to it for “aid and meet with a | 
refusal. A committee should be formed to consider the 
means by which able physicians well versed in: the Ionian 
system may be made available. If an attempt to raise the 
standard of ability among the native physicians be considered 
‘impossible, the present state of things should be altogether 
put a stop to, and we should at once encourage the English 
system of medicine among us. About two years ago we 
published an article in the columns of our paper pointing out 
the need of encouraging the lonian system of medicine, and 
the matter was referred by the Chief Commissioner of Oudh to 
the municipal committee of Lucknow. But we regret to say 
that neither the members of the munieipal committee nor the 
inhabitants of Lucknow in general availed themselves of the 
opprtunity to discuss the question. 


The Oudh Punch, of the 17th April, calls General Ignatieff 
the “ Siar or Star of Rus,” 7. ¢., the Russian hero or boar. 
He affects blindness and has undertaken his journey to Europe 
under the pretence of improving his eyesight. But the 
ministers of the European powers have seen through his 
trick and are convinced of his dishonesty. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind, of the 17th April, complains of the 
prevalence of gambling in Lahore and Amritsar. The 
gamblers are a set of badmashes, who are enabled to ply 
their trade with perfect impunity by bribing the police. 


A correspondent of the same paper writing from Amritsar, 
7 protests against the censure passed by the Vakil-i-Hindustdn 
: on Colonel Hall, (vide Selections for the week ending the 31st 
“March, 1877, page 226,) and ascribes it’ to some private ill-will 
which the editor might bear towards the Colonel. 
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